News from the

Mount Dennis Community Association
QUICK NEWS
- ScotiaBank’s building at
Weston/Eglinton will not be
torn down! See Page 2 for
details.
- Upcoming events in the
Mount Dennis area. See
Page 3 for details.

MDCA’s Jane’s Walk 2013
Included a tour of the
Mount Dennis Library

- Meet our MP, MPP &
Councillor on Nov. 12.
More on page 3.

NEWS & LOCAL UPDATES
VERONA / EMMETT RESIDENTS WIN AGAINST DEVELOPER

On September 26, about twenty local residents attended an afternoon Committee of
Adjustment hearing to protest a developer’s plan for two small properties at Emmett and
Verona Ave. The plan, previously OK’d by City staff, calls for eight new mid-sized
homes – mostly semi-detached – to be squeezed onto the two lots.
A longtime agreement with the City requires the 55 Emmett apartment building to use the
west lot for parking. But the developer’s experts argue this parking is not needed. They
also argue the site’s zoning allows extra-large homes to be built on some very small sites.
Detailed presentations from developer Downing Street Homes were followed by
passionate speeches from several area residents, an MDCA representative and Councillor
Frances Nunziata, all arguing that the project’s size, impact on Verona and loss of local
parking and trees would create serious problems for the neighbourhood.
The Committee of Adjustment was unanimous in rejecting the proposal. But Downing
has now appealed that decision to the Ontario Municipal Board.

MDCA works hard to stay on
top of all the issues affecting
Mount Dennis, including the
Eglinton LRT, future of the
Kodak lands, West Park’s
redevelopment and changes
to the rail corridor. Tell us what
you want us to work on in our
neighbourhood.

LIBRARY WINS AWARD

The Mount Dennis Library renovation project won a Toronto Urban Design Award
on September 11. The jury described it as “a simple yet elegant transformation of a
much-needed public building in this area” which “helps set the stage for change in the
future and redefines its place as an important community landmark”.

We use Nirvana, a local
printing company on
Industry St. to support
local businesses.

Our Library re-opened in March. If you have not visited since, make sure to check it out –
you won’t believe the difference!
647-748-1355, nirvanapress.com
www.mountdennis.ca
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MORE NEWS & UPDATES
COMING SOON: REDUCED TRAIN VIBRATIONS!

After two years of pressure from MDCA, Metrolinx has agreed to install vibrationreducing ballast mats under all new rail tracks between Jane Street and the Black Creek
bridge. This commitment, made at a June 26 public meeting, will include a new fourth line
which may not be built for ten years, and the pre-existing tracks when they need replacing.

MOUNT DENNIS
The above map shows
Mount Dennis as defined
by MDCA – the area we
represent. It includes the
Sidney Belsey Cres. area
and the Black Creek
Industrial Park. Areas such
as the Weston Rd and
Eglinton Ave intersection
and the Cordella Ave
area all fall within Mount
Dennis. Our community
has roots dating back over
one hundred years.

Vibration from passing trains is especially bad in Mount Dennis, where hard sandy soils
transmit it more than anywhere else in the Union-Pearson corridor. So when rubberized
mats are put under the stone ballast which supports the tracks, it will make life better for
many local residents.
URBAN ARTS MOVES TO MOUNT DENNIS

Urban Arts, a local non-profit charitable youth organization offering arts-based
programs, has just moved its headquarters from Weston to Mount Dennis! The City made
available its former sign-shop, now fully renovated, on the Bartonville East laneway.
Urban Arts has worked extensively in our community, painting murals in Eglinton Flats
and at Weston & Eglinton, and installing artwork and poetry along the rail tracks north of
Ray Ave.

WHAT HAS YOUR COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION BEEN UP TO?
SCOTIABANK BUILDING SAVED

Last fall, MDCA learned Metrolinx wanted to demolish
the bank on Eglinton to make way for the LRT. We were
happy that Scotiabank planned to stay in Mount Dennis,
but concerned about losing this historic building.
Designed by notable Toronto architect Gordon Adamson,
the Scotiabank branch has been a landmark at our main
intersection for 65 years. It is a superb early example of
the open-style of post-war bank branch design, also
featuring some charming wall carvings and - in its 1982
addition - a dramatic circular window. When Eglinton was
widened in 1966, Metro Toronto paid to move the building
90 feet back from Weston Road.
After considerable work by the MDCA with local heritage
enthusiasts, our Councillor, our MPP and the City staff,
Metrolinx has found a way to save the building. On
October 3 the City’s Heritage Board recommended it be
added to the City’s heritage buildings list. The City’s
Official Plan classifies the area in front of Scotiabank as
“open space”, so we can expect it to remain in community
use when the LRT’s underground station opens just east of
the bank.
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www.mountdennis.ca
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MEET YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES ON NOVEMBER 12

UPDATE ON FLOODING
The MDCA is attending all
flood related meetings.
Councillor Nunziata has
formed a focus group to
work with the City. Local
residents have also formed
a victims group. On Oct 16,
Toronto Water presented
possible basement flooding
solutions. Although
comprehensive solutions,
these did not include a
larger Jane Street bridge –
preferred solution of the
Conservation Authority. For
more info
see: www.facebook.com/b
lackcreek.floodingvictims

Get to know your MP, MPP and City Councillor. Hear in-depth reports on what they are doing
for you. Hear reports on what they are doing for you – and tell them what they should be doing
differently! You can meet and question Mike Sullivan, Laura Albanese and Frances Nunziata.
6:00 – 8:30 pm at the LEF, 1267 Weston Road at Ray Ave. Also during the meeting, you can
help decide MDCA’s 2014 Board members. Find out more at our website.
JOIN THE MDCA AT THE WESTON SANTA CLAUS PARADE
Each year MDCA members march with our banner in the Weston Santa Claus Parade, starting
near Church Street and ending at Sidney Belsey Cres. in Mount Dennis. Rogers will be
televising the event, and organizers want a great show with more costumed participants than
usual. Come and join us (and bring your friends and family); or come out to watch and cheer
the parade Sunday, December 1st at 2 pm. Check our website for more details.
BE PART OF YOUR COMMUNITY’S ICE RINK THIS WINTER
Once it is cold enough, MDCA volunteers and friends will set up our natural ice Community
Rink in Pearen Park (NW of Weston and Eglinton). While the ice lasts, we will be there 4-6 pm
Mon-Fri, 11-3 pm weekends & holidays. Rent skates for $1 and get coaching from an
experienced skater. To volunteer with late-night ice-making or coaching, e-mail
mountdennisra@hotmail.com or call 416-614-3371. Or just come out and enjoy the ice!
Please support our local sponsors who make this newsletter possible. *
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mdca@mountdennis.ca
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In Facebook search, type in ‘Mount Dennis’
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