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                                      Mount Dennis Community Association  

 

MINUTES of General Meeting held November 12, 2013 

6:30 p.m. at the Learning Enrichment Foundation, 1267 Weston Road 

 

REVIEWED & APPROVED BY M.D.C.A.’s EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

The meeting, attended by 31 local residents, was chaired by Jules Kerlinger, who outlined 

the agenda and asked all three elected representatives to begin with a summary of what 

they have been doing for our community in recent months. 

 

1. Highlights of Recent Activities  

MP Mike Sullivan explained that his roles include being NDP critic for Persons with 

Disabilities, and for Housing; also, he is a member of the Transportation Committee. He 

recently addressed the issue of cell phone theft by initiating legislation making it illegal 

to change the serial number.  The cell companies are finally refusing too activate phones 

whose serial number appears in a database as having been stolen.  . He is also bringing 

forward a bill that will classify crimes against persons with disabilities as Hate Crimes. 

Mike urged the Conservative majority on the Transportation Committee to consider 

actions to improve Rail Safety in response to the Lac Megantic disaster, but they argued 

it was "too early", and refused to put it on the agenda. Transport Canada has the authority 

to control safety-related actions, but prefers to rely on self-regulation by the rail 

companies. However, neither Transport Canada nor the companies will release their 

safety guidelines. There have been recent rail crashes just south of Mount Dennis (though 

without serious impact). A local resident approached Transport Canada asking for a 

representative to speak publicly about the issue of rail safety in our area, but the Ministry 

would not allow it. 

MPP Laura Albanese reported that the recent Fall Economic Statement set out her 

government's plan to create jobs and balance the books. It also introduced Trillium Bonds 

as a new way to fund infrastructure, on which the Province has committed to spend more 

than $35 billion over the next 3 years. Despite being a minority government, they have 

recently passed two bills. One places a $50 cap on cell phone contract cancellation fees, 

requires them to have clearer specifications, and to get customer consent before renewal. 

The other prevents children under sixteen from using tanning beds.  

Laura is now Parliamentary Assistant to Premier Wynne. She sits on the Standing 

Committee on Government Agencies, where Metrolinx will appear next week and the 

public can make deputations. She also sits on the Standing Committee on Estimates and 

Chairs the Select Committee on Developmental Services, which is looking for better 

ways to serve people with disabilities, especially those with dual diagnoses and those 

transitioning from the children's to adult system. She recently took Dr. Helena Jacek, 
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Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Health, for a tour and presentation about West 

Park's redevelopment process. Government funding has recently gone for work on hiring 

issues for people with disabilities, to the Jane Street Hub for work on the management of 

diabetes, to Humber Seniors for an over-80s driving course, and to Urban Arts. 

Councillor Frances Nunziata welcomed Urban Arts to Mount Dennis, noting their new 

centre on Bartonville East will have its formal opening next month. She advised that 

Children's Services staff are now looking for a new site for the Hollis Daycare (being 

displaced by the LRT); it will be in Mount Dennis along the Weston Road corridor. She 

has worked with MDCA and local heritage enthusiasts to prevent demolition of the Bank 

of Nova Scotia; its recommended listing as a heritage property will be before City 

Council this week. The York Community Recreation Centre is now under construction; 

the Sidney Belsey curb reconstruction (urged by Jules Kerlinger and others) is underway; 

Legion Branch 31 is getting a new wheelchair ramp from Metrolinx's former 

Weston/Dennis office; and design work is underway for beautification at Bartonville & 

Jane, as requested by local residents and the MDCA. City staff are now exploring ways to 

accommodate trees and shrubs to make a Green Edge along the rail-side laneway north of 

Ray Ave., and will report back soon. The Dennis/Weston public art installation has been 

delayed because of work by Toronto Hydro, but is now expected to happen in late 

November, with a formal opening ceremony in the spring. At the Weston/Eglinton NW 

corner (First Class Delites building), the Councillor’s staff are working with the landlord, 

BIA and Urban Arts to get the mural restored next spring. 

Finally, Metrolinx's original plans for the 56 acre Kodak site are now being rethought in 

response to strong community opposition from Wards 12 and 11. Councillors Nunziata 

and Di Giorgio had City Council withhold approval of the original plans for this (and 

Scotiabank), and set up a special working group with three representatives from each 

ward. Both Metrolinx and the City's planners were resistant at first, but the group's final 

report, which recommends a northwards extension of Photography Drive and mixed use 

development in the vicinity of the new bus station, was supported by everyone. 

2. MDCA Questions. Jules asked each representative a question on one major issue 

relating to their area of responsibility. 

(a) MP Mike Sullivan was asked to comment on recent US evidence that CN Rail staff 

have been fudging numbers in their reports in response to management pressure. 

Mike explained this was a "dwell time" issue, where staff of a CN-owned rail company in 

the southern US were deliberately understating the length of time rail cars were idle to 

make the company's performance look better. The implication is that they might also be 

falsifying safety-related records. He noted that while government inspectors used to 

oversee rail safety, rail companies have been self-governing in this respect since the 

Chretien era. The companies claim safety is their number one priority, but in reality it 
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comes second to profit. The NDP believes it is time to revisit company self-management 

of rail safety. A factor at Lac Megantic was the Minister of Transport's permission for the 

MM&A Railroad to run trains with just one engineer. Mike has also learned that fully 

setting brakes on a parked train can take two hours, leading to frequent short-cuts in 

common industry practice. So systems are failing even while the railroads and 

government claim safety is improving. He believes the federal government is not taking 

rail safety seriously, as the latest Estimates show reduced funds for safety on railways, 

ships and aircraft.  

(b) MPP Laura Albanese was asked to comment on the Metrolinx Crosstown LRT 

Project, but only briefly since the topic had already been addressed. 

Laura explained that in response to the City’s input (already described), Metrolinx is now 

proposing amendments to its revised Environmental Assessment dealing with the LRT’s 

change of route west of Keele Street and inclusion of the Maintenance & Storage 

Facility. This is now in the 30-day review period, and she encouraged residents with 

concerns to respond before the November 18 deadline for public comments.   

 

(c) Councillor Frances Nunziata was asked to talk about this summer’s flooding in the 

Cordella Ave. area, at the south end of Mount Dennis. 

 

Frances said that well before the flooding, the City held two public meetings on the 

flood-risk issue, and initiated an Environmental Assessment with public consultation 

beginning a year ago. Another meeting will occur two months from now, and meanwhile 

there are motions before City Council that respond to the flooding. She has asked that the 

Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) bring forward proposals to reduce the 

flood risk in this area, noting that the agency needs to do work on the Black Creek and 

has not yet submitted plans or asked for funding.  

 

A participant asked if Black Creek’s concrete channeling was causing the problem: 

should it be widened? And should the homes have been built there in the first place? 

Frances agreed they should not, and noted that now ALL new buildings and expansions 

to existing ones (even garages) require TRCA approval. She also noted that while there 

have been floods before, they have not been enough to cause this type of problem. Mike 

Mattos, a member of the TRCA and MDCA boards who lives on Cordella, commented 

that ideally these properties would have been expropriated after Hurricane Hazel, but 

York (unlike other municipalities) could not afford to do so. Frances reiterated that the 

City needs TRCA to press for the funding it needs to prevent floods in the area. 

 

Mike Sullivan noted that the federal government had refused funds to repair flood 

damage in Toronto, while providing $1 billion to deal with flood damage in Alberta. 

Laura Albanese commented that the City has asked the Province to contribute funds to 

the flood remediation effort, and she has written to various ministers in support of this. 

Discussions are now underway at the staff level, with no decision yet. 
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3.  Questions from the Audience.  Jules invited all present to ask questions of their 

elected representatives. 

 

Water Pipes: A resident near Lambton Ave. asked the Councillor about water-pipe work 

in her area. Nearby residents had received letters about it, but she had not – yet her water 

was shut off. Another resident who lives nearby reported a similar experience. Frances 

responded that the City requires its contractors to notify all affected residents. She asked 

people to call her office if this does not happen. 

 

Rail Safety: A resident asked if there are hazardous materials, similar to the Lac 

Megantic oil, being transported along our local rail corridor. Mike Sullivan replied that 

this happens every day. He believes there are as many as three trains per day, and that 

their cargo is oil from the same North Dakota Bakken shale area. Many municipalities are 

urging the rail companies to disclose the type of oil traveling through their areas, but so 

far they are only providing past data - from 2011!  He has also been advised that labels 

applied to trains in the US are often changed when they leave Chicago en route to 

Toronto and beyond. He believes the “DOT-111a” railcars, which do not meet modern 

standards, should no longer be used for transporting flammable cargoes, but the 

government will not act on this. At a minimum, trains should be forced to slow down. 

Also, Transport Canada officials should be allowed to attend public meetings and answer 

questions about these issues. The Transportation Safety Board is investigating four recent 

crashes, but government action to date has been minimal on three key recommendations 

(all of which Mike believes should be implemented):  

 - positive train control (automatic braking if signals are missed); 

 - engine cabs to be made survivable; and  

 - video recorders to be mandatory both in the cab and on the front of the train. 

 

Community Benefits: MDCA President Marabelle McTavish said that the Mount Dennis 

Weston Network has been working to ensure Community Benefits are provided to 

affected needy areas when Ontario government contracts are being implemented, and 

asked Laura to comment on this. Laura was happy to report that the Ontario government 

has approved this concept. Metrolinx is now in detailed talks with the Ministry of 

Transportation as well as with Training, Colleges & Universities, and is working closely 

with the Toronto Community Benefits Network (TCBN) on the provision of such benefits 

through the Eglinton Crosstown and other projects. She noted that the TCBN was born 

here in Mount Dennis and includes an MDCA representative. She is looking forward to 

the concept being implemented, and is hoping for good news soon. Frances added that the 

Hammerheads program recently made a deputation on the concept to the City, which 

agreed to adopt it. Effie Rassias (from Laura’s office) commented that Hammerheads did 

a presentation here in the community, wanting to send local youth to their first training 

program. We should be proud that as a result, they will now be absorbed by different 

contractors.  

 

Schools: Jules Kerlinger asked if the Province is doing anything to address concerns 

about the poor condition of schools in our area – we have some of the oldest in the 

Province. Laura responded that the Ministry of Education funds school boards and has 

made significant investments in school repairs Province-wide. However, local school 
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boards have flexibility to decide which schools need to be renovated and upgraded. Laura 

is doing what she can to help local schools. For example, St. John the Evangelist in 

Weston was slated for a future addition, but the community really wanted a new school 

instead. Since the school was affected by GO / UP Express construction, the Province 

was able (in this instance) to secure funding for a new school while the rail tunnel was 

being built, to avoid inconveniencing students twice. 

  

Accessibility: Mike Sullivan told of a local child who was temporarily confined to a 

wheelchair and unable to get into his school, since it had steps up and basement 

washrooms.  He had to be work from home, which seriously disrupted his year. 

Permanently disabled children are bussed away from their home schools to one that is 

accessible. The Province has a 2024 deadline to make all schools accessible, but will be 

struggling to meet that. It should be exploring ways to speed up school accessibility 

without busing. Laura agreed to take this matter forward. 

 

West Park: Simon Chamberlain of the MDCA asked about West Park’s redevelopment 

plans and their impact on parking and green space – both long-term and during the 

construction process. He was not convinced by West Park’s response that drawings 

showing significantly fewer parking spaces were only conceptual. Laura said West Park’s 

team took note of these concerns when they were raised last winter. She will be paying 

ongoing attention to them, and encouraged MDCA to follow up with West Park.  

 

“Toronto Life” Ranking: A resident expressed concern about the “Toronto Life” article 

two months ago which compared Toronto’s 140 neighbourhoods and ranked Mount 

Dennis last. Others agreed that this was a concern, but suggested the ranking was highly 

questionable. Both Councillor Nunziata and MDCA Secretary Simon Chamberlain 

advised they had letters published in the November issue which spoke to the many merits 

of Mount Dennis. 

 

Prospects for Improvement: Jules commented on the way the Junction neighbourhood 

has been attracting investment in local homes and along the Dundas Street retail strip, 

and asked if Mount Dennis could hope for something similar. Frances advised that the 

BIA is doing its best with respect to Weston Road, though the high vacancy rate is an 

ongoing problem. There are opportunities for revitalization and building at higher 

densities, but landlord support is an issue. However, some builders are starting to call her 

office and ask questions about what the City might allow.    

A resident suggested the City’s Planning and Growth Committee is too focused on the 

downtown area. Frances responded that she wants development for our community, and 

has pushed people towards Mount Dennis. She also supported a recent policy change to 

create incentives for developers by reducing development charges in areas like ours. 

Simon commented that there are many promising signs, including the new library, and 

Caplans and others investing on Weston Road. The LRT, new bus station and GO stop at 

the Mount Dennis hub are creating interest which is already being reflected in increases 

in property values in the area.   

 

Impact on Renters: A 30-year local resident who is a renter expressed concern that these 

changes will mean her rent goes up. Cutty Duncan of Action for Neighbourhood Change 
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expressed his own frustration about this. ANC works with renters. Right now our 

community is affordable, but investment by developers and new development threaten to 

change the area by forcing dislocation. It is people of colour who are struggling, he said, 

and they will be driven out if there is no strategy to prevent that. So encouraging new 

development is a racist policy. Mount Dennis should not be trying to become the Annex 

or Islington.   

Frances responded that there is lots of affordable housing being built in this area – e.g. 

the Habitat for Humanity homes on Weston Road, and the Sidney Belsey development 

(where an additional apartment building is planned). But others responded that even the 

one bedroom units at Sidney Belsey rent for $1,000 per month – out of reach for many. 

Experts say a household should spend only 25% of its income on rent: how many people 

are netting $4,000 per month? 

Marabelle McTavish commented that the MDCA will be looking at advocating for 

inclusionary zoning. We need to fight to make sure people who want to stay here have 

the opportunity – but that does not mean we should not be encouraging investment in 

Mount Dennis.  

Laura asked what would happen to Beech Hall (seniors’ housing complex) when the 

federal government walks away from supporting that type of housing? Mike noted that 

the federal government got out of supporting new assisted housing in 1996 under the 

Liberals, and will not be going back there. And today’s Toronto Star shows there are 

82,000 people on the City’s housing wait list. Frances commented that there are other 

options. For example, the Daniels Group is doing some exciting mixed income 

developments in New Toronto and in the Regent Park area. 

 

4.   Election of MDCA Executive Officers and Board  
The annual election took place under the direction of Councillor Nunziata. All present 

were reminded that to be eligible to vote at this meeting, or to be elected to the Board, a 

person must a resident of Mount Dennis or the registered owner of a business in Mount 

Dennis, or the designated representative of a local institution serving Mount Dennis. To 

be elected as one of the four Executive Officers, a person must also have served one full 

year on the Executive Board within the past five years. 

 

Councillor Nunziata read the names of those nominated by the outgoing Board for 

election to the four Executive Officer positions: President - Marabelle McTavish (moved 

by Simon Chamberlain);  Vice President – Jules Kerlinger (moved by Marabelle 

McTavish);  Treasurer - Marina Vale (moved by Mike Matttos);  Secretary - Simon 

Chamberlain (moved by Jules Kerlinger).  There were no further nominations, and 

election of these individuals was unanimously APPROVED. 

 

The Councillor read out the names of those nominated by the outgoing Board for election 

as Board Members-at-Large: Mike Mattos, Barbara Stone, Siobhan Delaney, Judith 

Hayes, Rick Ciccarelli, Lin Cheong, Josie Mullins and Margaret Radon. Nominated at the 

meeting by Marabelle McTavish was Chipo Khumalo. The election of the above Board 

members was unanimously APPROVED. 

 

The meeting ended at about 8:30 p.m. 


