The Sixth Newsletter from the

Mount Dennis Community Association
QUICK NEWS
- Family Fishing event a hit!
See below.
- Toronto Election. See
Page 2.
- Upcoming local events
plus our Nov 12th Health
Event & AGM. See Page 3.

MDCA’s Party by the Pond Event
in July at Topham Pond

NEWS & LOCAL UPDATES
BRINGING THE VALLEY TO THE KIDS: FAMILY FISHING AT TOPHAM POND
In 2013, the MDCA approached Toronto Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) to organize
a family fishing event at Topham Pond. With support from Toronto Parks and Recreation, and the
Toronto Urban Fishing Ambassadors, the first Party at the Pond was a big success.
This past July, a second ‘annual’ Party at the Pond was held, attracting more than 200
residents, young and old, and reflecting the vibrant diversity of the Mount Dennis community. TRCA
staff were on site to do studies and see which fish species were in the pond. The Raptor Conservancy
brought their birds to the event and featured a bald eagle.
Your Community Association provided lunch for all, preparing 400 servings of hot dogs,
hamburgers and doubles from Granny’s Flavour, plus fresh fruit. The lunch was essentially litter free,
leaving the park as tidy at the end as it was at the beginning.
Topham Pond fisherfolk found a lot of sunfish, but also bass, pickerel and bullheads.
Unfortunately, the turtle population had been greatly reduced by the severe previous winter.
Surprisingly, at the end of the event a deer came out of the woods, probably looking for leftovers!
Watch for announcements for our 2015 event!

PUBLIC ART BLOOMING IN MOUNT DENNIS
‘Nyctophilia’, a controversial public art-work at Weston Road and Dennis Ave., was switched on in
July. A collection of lamp poles with lights at different heights, the glow of its changeable colours gives
the corner a warm ambience. MDCA members were among the judges who chose the artwork, by Daniel
Young and Christian Giroux, through a City-sponsored competition. It uses minimal hydro, was paid for
by developers’ Section 37 funding, and switches off at 11 pm in consideration of local residents. Its
name means Love of the Night, and it is a striking new feature for drivers coming up the hill on Weston
Road. It may even become a community meeting place; one young man at the opening planned to bring
his girlfriend there for romantic evenings!

CHANGE YOUR COMMUNITY
The MDCA works hard to serve
the needs of Mount Dennis. As
a resident of Mount Dennis,
you too have a voice in the
future of our neighbourhood.
There are many volunteer
opportunities with the MDCA.
Get in touch and join us at:



info@mountdennis.ca
416–614-3371

A new mural at the NW corner of Weston and Eglinton was completed in September. Painted by a
group from Urban Arts, the mural celebrates Mount Dennis as “Toronto’s Greenest Neighbourhood”. It
features young people from different ethnic backgrounds playing in the trees and around nearby Topham
Pond.
Nyctophilia at Weston Rd, July 2014

Local artists’ work is also being featured regularly on the walls of supercoffee, across from the mural.
www.mountdennis.ca

FALL/WINTER 2014

BRINGING OPPORTUNITIES TO MOUNT DENNIS
HOW MIGHT THE EGLINTON CROSSTOWN LRT BENEFIT OUR AREA?

MOUNT DENNIS
Mount Dennis as defined by
MDCA. It extends from north
of Sidney Belsey Cres. down
to Humber Blvd., south of
Cordella Ave., and includes
Black Creek Industrial Park.
Our community’s roots date
back over one hundred years.

We use a local printer:

647-748-1355
nirvanapress.com

The Mount Dennis Weston Network (MDWN) was formed soon after the Kodak plant closed, to
look for new job-creation opportunities. In 2012 MDCA, which was part of the Network, helped organize
a ‘Making Green Work’ community conference here in Mount Dennis. One of the conference working
sessions looked at transit investment and asked: what can our neighbourhood, with its high levels of
unemployment, do to make sure it gets jobs and other local benefits from all the money being spent to
build the Crosstown LRT and related Kodak lands development? A plan of action emerged.
Elsewhere, from Scotland to Los Angeles, big construction projects had been forced to use part
of their budgets to provide jobs and other ‘community benefits’ for local residents. To make the same
thing happen here, MDWN partnered with the Labour Education Centre and with other disadvantaged
communities along the Crosstown route to form the Toronto Community Benefits Network (TCBN).
After a great deal of hard work, a Community Benefits Framework was approved by Metrolinx
and TCBN last April. It is expected to give local young people access to about a thousand apprenticeship
jobs on the Crosstown line, as well as providing openings to professional-administrative-technical jobs,
opportunities for social enterprises, and additional community benefits from the LRT Maintenance and
Storage Facility to be built on the Kodak lands. At a “Good Jobs Summit” earlier this month, Premier
Kathleen Wynne strongly endorsed this Framework as a model for helping revitalize Ontario’s economy.
TCBN has briefed the companies bidding to complete the Crosstown line, and helped MDCA in
its work with local councillors and others on trying to get more diverse development on the Kodak lands
near the Crosstown station. At TCBN’s annual meeting in September, local residents Judith Hayes of
MDCA and Maryam Ali of Women for Change (at Jane & Trethewey) were elected to its Board as
community representatives. For more on TCBN’s activities go to www.communitybenefits.ca

IMPORTANT DECISIONS
REMEMBER: OCT 27th IS VOTING DAY
With a Provincial election last spring and a municipal one
underway now, MDCA has had a busy time working with other York
South–Weston community associations to organize events for local
residents to meet and question the candidates. There were vigorous
three-way discussions at our June 2nd Provincial election event and at
the boisterous September 23rd Mayoral Debate, which drew close to one
thousand people out to York Memorial School. Finally, on October 15th
all Ward 11 candidates for Council and both school boards were invited
to share their qualifications with local residents at the Mount Dennis
Legion. Now it’s up to you – please don’t forget to vote!

WILL THEY ELECTRIFY THE RAIL CORRIDOR SOON?
About five years ago, MDCA joined other groups along the rail
corridor, from Weston to Liberty Village, to form the Clean Train
Coalition. The CTC argued the new Union-Pearson Express rail service
should use electric trains, not diesels, since they would be much cleaner
and could make more stops. The Provincial government went ahead and
bought diesel trains so the air-rail service could be ready in time for the
2015 Pan-Am Games. But later, under continuing pressure from CTC
and others, the government decided it should electrify not just the UP
Express, but all GO services in the GTA – starting with our local rail
corridor! So far there is no approved plan or budget for this work, but
we are hoping a Metrolinx decision will be announced in December,
and that it will include affordable fares for the UP Express service too.
That would be a great Christmas present for all Mount Dennis residents!
MDCA Board member Rick Ciccarelli has played a
prominent role in the CTC, and deserves to be congratulated for years
of tireless work. Both CTC and MDCA continue to press for more stops
and lower fares along our local rail corridor, as electrification allows it
to become part of Toronto’s transit network.
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Follow us on twitter @MountDennisCA
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UPCOMING EVENTS
KEEP HEALTHY THIS WINTER – HELP IS HERE
Join us Nov. 12th from 6:30 – 9:00 pm at Mount Dennis Neighbourhood Centre–LEF (Weston Rd & Ray).

MDCA President Marabelle
McTavish is leaving us. After
eight years on the Board she has
moved to south Etobicoke.
Marabelle’s contribution to this
neighbourhood has been huge.
She played a leadership role
representing us on the Mount
Dennis Weston Network. The
Pearen Park community rink
was her vision, and she helped
make it a reality. As President
in 2013-14 she has guided
MDCA wisely and well, and
she played a key role on the
City’s Kodak Lands special
committee. We wish her well in
her new community, and offer a
heartfelt “Thank you” for all she
has done for Mount Dennis.








Make and learn about healthy food & snacks
Hear about Unison’s plans for you to fight diabetes
Find where to get help with health issues in Mount Dennis
Learn about West Park’s Family Health Clinic and Rehab services
Meet local doctors, pharmacists and chiropractors; learn about affordable care
Local food, gardening and fresh produce info from your Neighbourhood Centre

This event will end with MDCA’s Annual Elections: your chance to learn about and get involved with
your Community Association.

WESTON SANTA CLAUS PARADE
Sun, Nov 23rd from 2 – 4 pm. Come to cheer, or march with MDCA's banner. Ends at Sidney Belsey Cres.

THINK RINK
With fall warning of winter’s approach, local kids are already asking when the Pearen Park Community
Rink will be back. Depending on the weather, we expect it to re-open around New Years.
You can skate there any time the ice is frozen. And if you are a skater, why not volunteer to help 2 hours
per week with the daily Learn-to-Skate program? You don’t need to be an expert – just share what you
know with eager-to-learn kids: 4 – 6 pm weekdays, noon – 4 pm weekends. Volunteer today! Email us,
or call 416-614-3371. (Volunteers also needed for occasional snow-clearing).
Please support our local sponsors who make this newsletter possible. *

Ward Funeral Home
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Check out our Meat & Seafood
counters for a great range of
fresh items at great prices !
Our in-store Pharmacy offers
medication in daily blister packs
Seasonal flu shots available soon
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In Facebook search, type in ‘Mount Dennis’
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