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Mount Dennis Community Association
“Working together to Strengthen Mount Dennis” Soo dhowaada

Bienvenido Bienvenue 환영합니다. Bem-vindo

کا خیر مقدم

QUICK NEWS
• Party by the Pond. See Page 3.
• How does Mount Dennis
compare to other
neighbourhoods? See Page 4.

York Humber
High School

Toronto Park Land

• Can we live up to being the
greenest neighbourhood?
See Page 6.

WEST PARK

Existing Long-Term Care building at bottom left, new hospital building at bottom right (with shortened
Buttonwood Ave.), Rumball Centre and other health-related housing at top.

NEWS & UPDATES
SAVE THE DATE – PARTY BY THE POND IS BACK
This year’s Party by the Pond will include something for everyone. Almost 300 people showed up
last year, and 100 kids learned how to fish. This year we are preparing for more, with a special
Kids Zone, sports and games demonstrations, a great range of food, community information, and
even bicycle tune-ups! Bring the whole family out for a day to remember. (details - page 3)

Change Your Community
The MDCA works hard to serve
the needs of our area. As a
resident, business owner or other
local organization of Mount
Dennis, you too have a voice in
the
future
of
your
neighbourhood. There are many
volunteer opportunities with the
MDCA. Get in touch:



A WHOLE NEW PLAN FOR WEST PARK

info@mountdennis.ca
416–614-3371

The 2012 West Park Redevelopment Concept Plan has been completely revamped. As in the first
Plan, the site is divided into two parts: one on Charlton Settlement Ave. for multi-storey healthrelated housing, where the main occupant will be the Bob Rumball Centre for the Deaf. The other,
covering the rest of the site, will be hospital uses and the (unchanged) Long-Term Care centre.
However, renovating and expanding the existing main hospital building is no longer feasible, so
the new plan is to create a brand new, much larger building beside Buttonwood Ave., later
demolishing all other hospital buildings.
The good news is that, unlike the previous Plan, this one includes underground parking and (as a
result) may eventually have more green space. But on-site green space will be dramatically
reduced during the construction process, even though new landscaping is planned for afterwards.
A preliminary Planning report flags a series of potential issues, including the loss of the “central
lawn” - the landscaped area which now gives the site much of its park-like character. Other areas
of concern include parking, a perhaps-inadequate road system, no plans for improved transit
access, “tree removal and preservation measures” and “impact on the natural heritage system”.
The July 5th public meeting may well be the last opportunity for significant public input on
all this, since the plan is to use an Alternative Financing and Procurement Process whereby a
private sector consortium will be chosen to design, build, finance and maintain the facility over a
30-year period. (Since the actual design work will be done by the successful bidder, the plan and
drawing shown here are only a rough idea of what will be built).
You can find a drawing of the original 2012 Plan at mountdennis.ca under the Our Newsletters tab,
issue 3. Our website also gives links to detailed information about the new proposals.
If you have concerns or want to know more, you need to attend the July 5 th public meeting (see
page 7).
www.mountdennis.ca

A Map of Mount Dennis
The above is a map of Mount
Dennis as defined by MDCA. It
extends from north of Sidney
Belsey Cres. down to Humber
Blvd., south of Cordella Ave.,
and includes Black Creek
Industrial Park and the flats.
Our community’s roots date
back over 200 years.
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YORK RECREATION CENTRE
AND
A NEW PLACE FOR ALL RESIDENTS

YOU LOVE MOUNT DENNIS
BECAUSE:
“…of green space. I can walk
near Topham Pond and feel like I
am in the country.” – Nancy
“I’ve lived here all my life. It’s
close to everything and people
are great.” - Bob
“We love the Park on Pearen
Street.” - Lydia & 5 year old Simon
“The stuff! ” – Shaun
“Because I found awesome
friends and there’s good people
around – and they’re all
different.” – Ignacia
“Great place to work.” - José

The recreation centre is finally coming and will open in December! Many of you will have
watched it being built at Eglinton and Black Creek Drive. The large, glass sided section on the
northern side is a swimming pool with 6 lanes, a smaller training pool and a gallery to be
used for swim meets. The large gym occupies the part on the south side of the building, again
with a large glass window overlooking Black Creek Drive. This gym can be divided according
to the number of playing courts needed and includes a walking/running track above that will
be useful for exercise in the winter.
Upstairs there is a weights
room and sprung-floored
room for dance or yoga. On
both floors there are
meeting rooms that can be
divided according to need.
On the east side of the
building there is already
landscaping taking shape
and this will be a lovely
area for outdoor activities
or maybe picnics in the
summer. The building is
LEED certified so
environmentally responsible systems like recycling the used water, and collecting the
rainwater off the roof, are included. Parking is off Black Creek on the south side of the building
and there are two pedestrian paths approaching from Eglinton on the north side.
Keep a lookout for Parks and Rec. announcements about when
to sign up for courses, many of which will be free of charge. So
let’s keep fit and enjoy our new recreation centre!

HEROES LANE
The laneway beside Westlake Park will soon be unnamed no
longer. The Park is named for three brothers, George, Tommy
and Albert Westlake, all of whom were members of the
Canadian forces who were killed in June 1944 following their
landing on Juno Beach.
Last August the Westlake brothers (and our local Park)
received international attention when a group from Caen, in
northern France, visited Mount Dennis to hold a special
memorial service. This was part of the fiftieth anniversary of
the D-Day landings, which liberated France from Nazi rule.
The Westlake Brothers Souvenir Association consisted of 34
French youth aged 13 to 19, travelling with 13 adult
chaperones. The group held their ceremony of remembrance,
in honour of their namesakes, last August 21 at Westlake
Memorial Park. They were joined by members of the Mount
Dennis Legion and other local residents, who found it a very
moving experience.

The laneway (marked in red in map) is to be named in their
honour.
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The Mount Dennis Community Association and partners Invite you to join us for the 4th

Party by the Pond

10am -2pm, Sat July 9 at Topham Pond
Eglinton Flats SE corner - Jane & Eglinton
OUR CAPYBARA CONNECTION

Fishing

Great Food

You have likely heard media
interviews about the High Park
capybara search. After the
two rodents’ May 25 escape,
zoo staff were helped by
volunteers - especially a group
of three who put in untold
hours and earned the staff’s
grateful respect. What you
may NOT know is that two of
those three volunteers run
stores in Mount Dennis!

No licence needed on July 9th
Tackle and bait provided for kids
Toronto Urban Fishing Ambassadors
will help kids and novices
Learn about fly fishing for trout and
salmon
locally in the Humber!
Register at reception to get your
turn

A small taste of Mount Dennis
Some of the Mount Dennis BIA’s great
restaurants will be serving a range of tasty
affordable food.

Kids Zone

Free popsicles and bottled water provided
by Mount Dennis BIA and North York
Harvest Food Bank

Daniel from the S&M Tattoo
Studio at 1205 Weston Road
was in High Park when he
spotted what he thought
might be a capybara. He
called Ben Lovatt, owner of
the wonderfully exotic Skull
Shop education centre at 1193
Weston. Ben knows animals
and is an experienced animal
wrangler, so he promptly went
to the Park, confirmed the
sighting, and joined “Team
Capybara”, believing he had
the skills, time and ability to
make a difference. (As we
went to press, one capybara
was still at large).

Face Painting, Story Teller,
Pirate Treasure Hunt,
Fishy Conservation Activities
Fun Colouring activities
Games & Prizes

Granny’s Flavour
The Nutmeg Spotvh
V’s Vegan Caribbeanvh
The Sandwich Shop
supercoffee

We regret that with greatly increased
attendance, MDCA can no longer provide
a free lunch to everyone.

Sports & Games
Demonstrations and program
information about local sports clubs
York Jets Soccer
Toronto
Dragons Rugby
Western Gate Martial Arts
Extreme Frisbee
Learn and play Dominoes,
Jamaican style

Free Bike Tune-Ups
LEF bike experts will
check over your bike!

vh

Vegetarian and Halal available

Community Zone
Mount Dennis Eco-Neighborhood
North York Harvest Food Bank
St Mary & St Martha redevelopment
Metrolinx
Crosslinx
Mount Dennis Community Association
Toronto Region Conservation
Councillor Frances Nunziata
MPP Laura Albanese
MP Ahmed Hussen
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IS MOUNT DENNIS GOING UP IN THE WORLD?
COMPARING OUR COMMUNITY TO OTHERS IN TORONTO
In August 2013, Toronto Life magazine published an article on “The best places to live in the city:
a (mostly) scientific ranking of all 140 neigbourhoods in Toronto”. Toronto Life’s method was to
examine and give different weights to ten factors (listed on the chart below). They asked the
Martin Prosperity Institute to give each neighbourhood a score on each factor, and calculated the
results to create a ranking - in which Mount Dennis came exactly last, at number 140!
MDCA was troubled by the ranking. As residents, we see it as a great place to call home. Both
MDCA and Councillor Nunziata fired off letters to Toronto Life (which published them in a later
issue). We highlighted our green space, our population’s diversity, and the fact that we already
enjoy good accessibility (and have huge transit improvements in the works). It talked about some
of our retail stores and schools, plus the advantages of “West Park Hospital, a superb public
library, terrific sports facilities and one of the city’s most active community associations”, as well
as the relative affordability of our homes. MDCA was far from the only one to question Toronto
Life’s analysis. The article’s method and conclusions were both widely criticized.
Two years later, Toronto Life published a new set of ratings arrived at by an improved method.
Almost all neighbourhoods saw their ratings change, and none more than Mount Dennis, which
moved all the way up to 93, into the middle third of Toronto’s neighbourhoods.
This chart compares
Mount Dennis’ 2015
score to the worst and
best scores for any
neighbourhood on
each factor. In the big
picture, Toronto Life
found Mount Dennis
stood out in three
ways. We have lots of
singles: 36.5% of our
households have just
one person; only four
neighbourhoods have a higher percentage. We are Toronto’ fourth most ethnically diverse
neighbourhood. And transit riders won’t be surprised to learn that we are on both of the city’s
busiest bus routes: Eglinton West (32) and Jane (35).
Mount Dennis has always identified as a working class neighbourhood, so would expect to be in
the bottom half of the list. And today there is plenty of other evidence that Mount Dennis really IS
“going up in the world”. Construction of the Crosstown LRT is definitely a positive development,
as are the plans for Mount Dennis to become a major transit hub. Renewed interest in our area by
property developers is a promising sign, since development means investment, which is needed
for our community. Our new Library and Rec Centre are also positive signs, as are the Urban Arts
centre, (still controversial) “Nyctophilia” art installation, supercoffee, V’s restaurant and the
Sandwich Shoppe, and the redevelopment of West Park, among many other local initiatives.
For MDCA and our community as a whole, one of the biggest challenges of “going up in the world”
will be the risk of displacement. As the neighbourhood becomes increasingly desirable, will the
number of affordable rental units drop, forcing some long-time residents to look elsewhere? How
can we make sure the rising tide of investment benefits everyone – renters as well as owners?
These are among the questions which MDCA, and all Mount Dennis residents and businesses, need
to start confronting.
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DEDICATED VOLUNTEER WILL
BE MISSED
Charlcie Stickley, who died
aged 94 on June 5th, lived more
than 60 years on Craydon Ave.
and
never
stopped
volunteering! When the kids
were young she helped with
Scouts, the local hockey
league, and as secretary of the
Bala
Home
&
School
Association. Later, she worked
to restore the Humber River,
and on the Black Creek
Conservation Project.
Charlcie was a dedicated life
member of the Royal Canadian
Legion’s Mount Dennis branch,
moving from Ladies Auxiliary to
Branch
Secretary,
then
becoming its first female
president, with terms as Zone
Deputy
Commander
&
Commander. Even in 2014 she
was at the Legion every day, as
Secretary / Treasurer and key
decision-maker on almost every
aspect of its work. Early last
winter she was still at work twice
a week!
And by the way, Charlcie ALSO
served as Secretary of the
MDCA for 25 years, starting in
1980! For more about Charlcie
check out the link:
http://www.crestwood.on.ca/oh
p/charlcie-stickley
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WHERE TO BUY GROCERIES IN MOUNT DENNIS
4th GUIDE IN OUR “GETTING TO KNOW MOUNT DENNIS” SERIES
Some parts of the city are referred to as “food deserts”, where access to fresh food is limited, and
Mount Dennis is sometimes seen as one such area. However, the reality is that our neighbourhood
has options when it comes to groceries, including access to fresh food if you know where to look.

Daycare Centre on the Move

Let's shop local! Please support the businesses whose adverts fund this newsletter.

The Hollis daycare behind
Scotiabank
will
soon
be
demolished to allow Crosslinx to
start work on the main entrance
(west) to Mount Dennis Station.
The
City-owned
childcare
program will eventually move
into a new building on the
former
Pinetree
Daycare
property at 1234 Weston Rd,
now being expropriated by the
City. In the interim, the Centre
will move into smaller temporary
quarters further up Weston
Road, beside the KFC.

Library to Open Sundays
We are happy to report that the
Toronto Public Library Board has
agreed to open the Mount
Dennis Branch every Sunday
from 1:30 pm – 5:00 pm, starting
in September. We believe
requests from local residents
may have prompted this
decision. “Thank You, TPL”.

When you say “grocery store”, most people will direct you to No Frills at Black Creek Drive and
Eglinton. This is one of the biggest No Frills stores in the city, and is voted one of Toronto’s best by
blogTO.
But did you know you can also buy freshly baked loaves and fresh fish on Alliance Avenue, where
two food wholesalers also have retail stores? Rudolph’s Bakery sells classic European rye bread
and multigrain loaves too; on Fridays, if you buy two loaves, you get a third one free. Nearby at 370
Alliance, Newport Fish and Seafood imports fresh fish from the USA, Portugal and Greece. They
have a large store with a wide variety of fish and shellfish, plus cheese, fresh vegetables and
gourmet grocery items. They also have a small take-out counter.
Up the hill on Lambton Ave. there are four convenience stores, all open long hours to serve you well.
Corner Store at #201, Lambton Grocery at #150 and Lambton Daily Mart at #102 all stay open
from 8 a.m. to 9.30 p.m., while Lambton Convenience (#113) is open from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. In
addition to canned and packaged foods, they all sell milk, fresh bread, fruit and vegetables. Lambton
Grocery and Lambton Daily Mart also have beautiful selections of plants and hanging baskets.
Weston Road has numerous convenience stores, all of which stock milk, eggs and fresh bread, as
well as canned food, snacks, candy and soda. There are two south of Eglinton: Kim Grocery at #816
(near Cordella) and World Variety at #1081. North of Eglinton are the OK Discount Store at
#1207, A&M Lifestyle Variety at #1233 and October Convenience at #1339, all of which close at
9.30 p.m. M&M Convenience at #1184 is open until 11 p.m. Kaneshi Market, nearby at #1190, is
attempting to bring more variety by stocking a variety of African foods; it has frozen meat, such as
goat, chicken and oxtail, as well as frozen fish and fresh fruit and vegetables.
Mount Dennis Neighbourhood Centre at Weston and Ray Avenue is also improving local food
choices by having fresh fruit and vegetables, baked goods and coffee on sale on Fridays from 3.006.00 p.m. There are also vendors selling clothes and other items at their Friday market. On Thursday
from 12 noon – 2.00 p.m. there is also a Good Food Market selling fresh fruit and vegetables at LEF
(Learning Enrichment Foundation) at 116 Industry Street.
At #1368, where the Korean supermarket used to be, Harvest Time Caribbean Supermarket is
expected to open later this year. At Jane and Weston there is the 7/11 store, which also sells hot
food and drinks, and kitty corner is T & K Variety at #1385.
We encourage you to do your grocery shopping in Mount Dennis, supporting our neighbourhood’s
hard working storekeepers while providing good, fresh food for your household.
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MORE NEWS & UPDATES
MOUNT DENNIS, TORONTO’S GREENEST NEIGHBOURHOOD
MDCA has long debated how best to uphold our claim as Toronto’s Greenest Neighbourhood. Building a
sustainable community in ways that contributes to both the quality of life in our area (and the City)
requires more than an accident of nature. It needs people to intentionally make efforts to protect our
environment. It finds ways to build an inclusive and green economy. And it must include the diversity of
cultures, ages and genders reflected by our residents in making this happen.
MDCA is proud to contribute through annual clean-up campaigns, and in our tireless advocacy for trees
and bikes. We strongly believe in our work advocating for an affordable public transit system that runs
with clean technology and uses facilities that eco-friendly.
Recently, the impact of these efforts is becoming increasingly visible. The Province now plans to replace
its diesel trains with clean electric ones for the GO and UP Express rail services. Toronto Conservation is
taking our Eco-Neighbourhoods pilot project as a model for its next round of the sustainable
neighbourhood action program. And Metrolinx is rethinking the need for a gas power plant on the Kodak
lands, while it plans for alternative energy solutions with Toronto Hydro and the City.
Most recently: The Metcalf Foundation recognized MDCA’s role as co-founder of the Toronto Community
Benefits Network, and in our pressing for the revitalization of the Kodak lands from an abandoned site
of old industry to a green centre of excellence. We show up on page 28 as an example of local
communities taking action: http://metcalffoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/
Metcalf_Green-Prosperity-Papers_Building-Toronto.pdf

If you want to make a difference, volunteer with MDCA. Help make Mount Dennis Toronto’s Greenest
neighbourhood in every respect. Sign up at the Party by the Pond, or drop your name in one of our Ideas
boxes.

RAISING THE KODAK BUILDING
Back in 2006, new owner Metrus Properties applied for permission to raze all the former Kodak
buildings. Only the Employees’ Building was saved after the City declared it historic. Five years later,
Metrolinx agreed to use that building’s lower levels as the main concourse of Mount Dennis Station.
Now we have learned that to create more generous ceiling heights for the concourse. Crosslinx plans to
raise the entire Kodak Employees’ Building, temporarily lifting it off the basement walls while it makes
them higher. MDCA has been assured this will be done with no lasting damage to the building.

TTC HQ in Mount Dennis?
TTC headquarters now
occupies valuable real
estate on Yonge Street
south of Eglinton, and the
agency is under pressure to
relocate.
It was revealed in early
June that one of the sites
being considered is Kodak
Heights. While some of the
48 acre site is in the flood
plain, and much of the rest
will be occupied by Mount
Dennis Station and the LRT’s
Maintenance and Storage
Facility, there should be
more than enough space
available
to
accommodate the TTC’s
office needs. Numerous
other sites are in the
running, but this location
may be a strong candidate
because of its accessibility,
government
ownership,
and location close to a
major TTC bus garage
found in the industrial area
on Industry St.

Come and taste the tradition of

our old world bread baking. We
have been using all natural, all
Canadian whole grains and rye

390 Alliance Ave – between Rockcliffe & Humber

since 1951.
Please come and visit us Monday to Friday.

Buy 2 and get 1 FREE (Every Friday)
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Ward 11 Canada Day Celebration
While there are many local spots that Mount Dennis residents tend to gather to set off fireworks
(such as Westlake), the official Ward 11 Canada Day Celebrations will be held just north of us at
Weston Lions Park (2125 Lawrence Ave. West) on July 1st from 5-10:30 pm.

Foodshare is coming!
Maybe you know about (or
even support) the work of
Foodshare. This non-profit
organization
believes
everyone deserves access to
affordable high-quality fresh
food.
It
works
with
communities and schools to
deliver healthy food and food
education.

Printed in Mount Dennis by Nirvana Press, 647 428-1932

Since 1985, it has pioneered
innovative programs like the
Good Food Box, impacted
what kids eat in school, and
improved the way people eat
and grow food across Toronto
every day. And it will soon be
relocating to Industry Street,
right here in Mount Dennis.

This year's celebrations include live performances by Elvis, Jack Squat, the Foundation Band
featuring Devon Irie, Danny B, Scott Jackson and DJ Domenic. There will be free children's
activities including slides, bouncy castles, face painting, and more, with a fantastic fireworks
display at 10 pm.

WEST PARK CONSULTATION MEETING
West Park is holding a meeting on Tues. July 5th, 7 pm – at West Park main building, Auditorium – 82
Buttonwood Ave. This meeting will be in regards to the proposed changes to the health centre’s
location.

SQUABBLES DEBATE CLUB
The Squabbles Debate Club continues hosting once-a-month debates at the LEF Weston satellite
location found at 1267 Weston Rd (at Weston and Ray Ave). They are completely free and open to
the public and are fun too! Be sure to check mountdennis.ca for more details on dates and times.

PARTY BY THE POND
Coming up on Sat, July 9th! Please see page 3 for more details.

CIBC Investor Services Inc.
Mount Dennis
1174 Weston Road
York ON M6M 4P4
Pranab Ram, MBA, CIM
General Manager

Tel: 416 243 6149 ext 222
Fax: 416 462 7215
pranab.ram@cibc.com

CIBC provides banking services. CIBC Investor Services Inc provides investment services.

The Sandwich Shoppe

13% off with this ad

1069 Weston Road
(1 block south of Eglinton - across from York Ave)

NOW OPEN
Mon-Fri 11:30-8:30
Treat Yourself, You Deserve It.
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Want your ad in our next issue? Call 416-614-3371 for rates and information (Mount Dennis Businesses Only).

Transportation for Seniors and Adults with Disabilities

Safe, Less Expensive Rides with Professional & Reliable Drivers.
We will take you to the doctor, hospital, bank, hairdresser, stores, malls,
visits with family or friends, grocery shopping and more. Drivers will pick
you up at your door and bring you back home safely. Cheaper than a taxi!

Call 416-249-7946 for more information
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