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Mount Dennis Community Association
Mount Dennis
Eco-Neighbourhood
Initiative

“To be a liveable, net-zero
energy neighbourhood and
inspire others to do the
same.”

501 Alliance Ave. (at Rockcliffe Blvd.) – Long-term residents may
remember this as the Cooper Canada sporting goods factory.

A map of Mount Dennis

BUILDING GREEN IN MOUNT DENNIS
501 Alliance is being reborn. S. Strashin and Sons Ltd. is two-thirds complete on a total renovation of this 380,000 square
foot building, targeting LEED Platinum certification. (LEED is the most widely used rating system for green buildings).
501 Alliance features a 298 KW solar farm on its white roof, and includes double-glazed argon-filled windows, added
insulation and LED lighting. Also included are storm water collection to flush the toilets, and ground source heat pumps
for heating and cooling. As Elliot Strashin puts it: “This building has all the green bells and whistles you could want!”
The Strashins have deep roots in our area. Elliot’s wife, Julian, is a descendant of John Dennis, a United Empire Loyalist
who, around 1800, was granted land where 501 Alliance now stands. The Dennis family later acquired six more parcels
of land and settled in the area, leading to the name “Mount Dennis”.
The anchor tenant at 501 Alliance is dynaCERT Inc., which has developed a Carbon Emission Reduction Technology to
improve the efficiency and environmental performance of diesel engines. In engines that burn fossil fuels, dynaCERT has
demonstrated reductions of up to 20% in fuel consumption, 40% in greenhouse gas emissions and 65% in particulate
matter. Photo on the right shows their unit on a transport truck. Learn more at dynacert.com.
Strashin hopes to attract other clean technology companies to the area. Clean technology, or
“Clean Tech”, refers to any process, product, or service that reduces negative environmental
impacts through significant energy efficiency improvements, the sustainable use of
resources, or environmental protection activities.
MDCA is excited that this type of activity, which fits right in with our Eco-Neighbourhood
agenda, is happening right here in Mount Dennis - Toronto’s greenest community. And we
are delighted to welcome Elliot as a new member of MDCA’s Board.

HOW TO REACH US
www.mountdennis.ca

Tel. 416-614-3371
facebook.com/Mount Dennis

@MountDennisCA

info@mountdennis.ca

PUSH FOR CYCLING & PEDESTRIAN
SAFETY

THE ENGINE ON THE BUS

Last fall, Councillor Nunziata formed the Ward 11
Pedestrian Safety and Cycling Committee. Its new report
to City Hall is a meaty document is full of recommendations
which, if adopted, should make things a whole lot safer
here in Mount Dennis, and make it easier for all of us to
realize the health benefits of active transportation.
For pedestrians, the report asks the City to do road safety
audits at dangerous intersections, including Weston &
Eglinton. It recommends installing a pedestrian crossing
on Eglinton between Weston and Jane, where an 85-year
old resident was tragically killed by a vehicle in December.
And it calls for more safety measures at the existing
Humber Blvd. N. & Louvain Ave. crosswalk, as well as lower
speed limits around schools. Other pedestrian safety
measures include separating walkways from cycling trails,
improving lighting, upgrading sidewalks, reprogramming
traffic lights to be more pedestrian-friendly and improving
walkway access into hilly parks, such as the SE and SW
Flats, for wheelchair users and people with strollers.
For cyclists the report stresses the importance of the
Weston Road corridor – the major artery through Ward 11
between the Junction, Harwood, Mount Dennis and
Weston. It asks the City to explore possible bike lanes on
Weston Road and also on Jane Street, where it wants to see
a bike path linking Lambton and Eglinton. It also proposes
a contra-flow bike lane on Bala Ave., which would benefit
people wanting to cycle from the Emmett and Sidney
Belsey areas towards Mount Dennis Station.
Other Mount Dennis-related recommendations call for
bike lanes on Rockcliffe between Black Creek and Lambton,
a bike path parallel to Black Creek (improving access to the
Rec Centre), and making sure the City’s planned multi-use
trail on Eglinton between Jane Street and Weston Road is
completed before Mount Dennis Station opens in 2021.
Finally, the report notes that most existing Bike Share
stations are in the downtown core and asks the Parking
Authority to expand that program into Ward 11.
To read the entire 25-page report (and recommendations
dealing with all parts of Ward 11) follow the links at
mountdennis.ca.
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The TTC owns a fleet of more than 1,800 buses and operates
more than 150 bus routes. In 2008, under pressure from
City Hall to reduce air pollution levels, Hybrid (dieselelectric) buses were added to the fleet. Most of the Hybrids
were based here in the new Mount Dennis Garage on
Industry Street when it opened that November.
Unfortunately, as with many new technologies, there were
mechanical reliability problems, and in this respect the
Hybrid buses fell far short of the established diesel fleet. As
a result, the TTC’s latest vehicle order will include 325 alldiesel buses and only 250 hybrid-electric models. But this
bus order is not entirely a step back in technology. The
Commission is also ordering 30 all-electric buses for
delivery by March 2019. This would be the largest fleet of
battery electric buses in North America.
The Mount Dennis Bus Garage is just around the corner
from where the new Metrolinx Battery Energy Storage
facility will be built on Ray Ave., beside the rail corridor.
MDCA believes it would make sense to base the new electric
buses here in the Eco-Neighbourhood, and hopes the TTC
will make that happen.

RINK’S FUTURE IN DOUBT
Our 22 skating-days of 2018 were far more than in 2017 or
2016, but average daily attendance at the Pearen Park
Community Rink was only about a third of past levels. And
it seems increasingly hard to find the volunteers needed for
ice making, snow shoveling and all the other jobs. We are
unsure what to do for future years. If you want input, please
go to mountdennis.ca, read the article and take our survey.

MOUNT DENNIS NEWS
NEW NAME FOR HUMBER SENIORS

Humber Seniors has merged with a group from the Bloor & Keele area and is now
called West Toronto Support Services. But don’t worry, they will still provide all the
same services. And they still need volunteer drivers for Meals on Wheels. Call 416249-7946 if you can help.

ONTARIO ELECTION MEETING
You can vote on June 7th to help decide who will represent you at Queen’s Park, and which party will run our Province for
the next few years. Before then, on May 23rd, MDCA and other community associations in York South–Weston will be
jointly organizing a local All Candidates Meeting. This is your chance to see how our MPP stacks up against the other
parties’ candidates, and to question them all about what is important to you. If you don’t know which way to vote, this
meeting will help you decide. (See p.7)

EFFECTIVE DIVERSITY FORUMS – happening now!
MDCA’s multicultural forums are already underway, but don’t worry – you can still sign up for future ones. This series of
hands-on evening events near Weston & Eglinton will use case studies to share and provide advice on best practices, as
well as giving people an opportunity to develop presentation skills. Find all the details on-line at mountdennis.ca You
can email questions to: multicultural@mountdennis.ca

RESIDENTS CHOKE ON MEAT INDUSTRY PLANS
South of Mount Dennis, but close enough to affect some residents, are some floodplain lands between the Black Creek and
Terry Drive. The City wants to sell this property, and St. Helens Meat Packers wants to buy it. A March 7th public meeting
was attended by many concerned Rockcliffe-Smythe and Mount Dennis residents worried not just about the use, but about
possible increased flood risks. The Conservation Authority must approve all floodplain developments and may well turn
it down. MDCA is watching closely.

NEW STATION TAKING SHAPE

Behind the piers for the new Photography Drive bridge (at
right), the former Kodak Employees' Building sits raised to its
final position, where it will be renovated to become the station
concourse. The LRT platforms will be in the "station box"
between the two.

A. SMITH
PLUMBING
DRAIN & HEATING

Residential

24 HRS / 7 DAYS A WEEK
GTA
YORK REGION
PEEL
DURHAM
HAMILTON/ WENTWORTH

Commercial

Industrial

Earth,Wind,Fire & Flood Disaster Clean up

Tel: 647 -855 -5118

PEEL
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WESTON ROAD IN TRANSITION
(Second article in a series on the future of Weston Road)
Most issues of this Newsletter include a “New on the Street” column about the ever-changing face of Weston Road (see
opposite page). But more and bigger changes are coming.
Happening Now: The former CIBC building at #1174 Weston Road
is now up for sale and seems to have attracted a lot of interest. This
is one of the more attractive buildings on Weston Road, and MDCA
will be working to make sure it stays that way. As we go to press,
interior work at #1194 is nearing completion. We understand this
will be a new outlet for the Subway restaurant chain – now the
world’s largest fast food franchise. #1234, the former Pinetree
Daycare property at Glenvalley, has been bought by the City for a new
daycare centre to replace the one demolished on Hollis St. Councillor
Nunziata tells us this is expected to be the City’s largest daycare, a
new two-storey building with a generous outdoor play area; watch
for the details of an upcoming public meeting with the Councillor and
designers, where local residents can have input.
Half a block south of the KFC, #1286 is being fully renovated
for the family health team from West Park Health Centre.
Their new doctors’ offices will open May 5th when new tel. #
416-242-2850 will go live. Next door, the pharmacists of
Weston Jane Pharmacy, who own the entire building at
#1288-#1294 (pictured at right), also have doctors on site
and are seeking to attract a variety of other health service
providers to make this area a little medical campus.
Coming Sometime: At either end of Mount Dennis, outside
Weston Road’s main retail area, two long-approved
residential projects have been in waiting mode for years.
Construction will likely start this year on a town-house complex part-way down the hill, on the vacant former factory site
at #951-963. No word yet about the seniors housing complex on the vacant land north of the 7-Eleven store. Immediately
north of that, the privately-owned greenspace between Dora
Spencer and Sidney Belsey was approved about thirty years ago for
commercial development, but the owner has taken no steps
towards starting construction. The vacant site at Ray and Weston
(formerly a Royal Bank, then Coffee Time) is also planned for
redevelopment, though work has been delayed pending subsoil
remediation.
We have learned that the Shilla Dynasty and Humber Seniors sites
at #1161-1167 have been acquired for redevelopment. They
remain under lease as the developer makes plans and seeks
approvals. If you want future information and input, we
recommend you sign up for MDCA’s e-blasts and the Councillor’s
regular e-news bulletins.

Branch Hours:
Mon to Wed: 9:30am to 4:00pm
Thu: 9:30am to 5:00pm
Fri: 9:30am to 6:00pm
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Expert Predictions: The opening of Mount Dennis
Station in 2021 will surely drive further change in the
core of Mount Dennis. Back in 2012, leading planning
consultants Urban Strategies predicted that in the short
term, the combination of improved transit access and
lower-than-average housing costs would attract people
to this area. They expected more local owners would
invest to improve their housing, and that some smaller 23 storey infill housing and townhouse developments
would likely be built. These changes would lead to “an
improvement to the retail market along Weston Road”
and perhaps “re-occupation of vacant storefronts as
residents look for new amenities and services”.
Increased demand for housing near Mount Dennis
Station may then lead to “higher density forms of
development … likely occurring first within the (No
Frills) area south of Eglinton Avenue and/or at the
entrance to the station off of Weston Road where there is
good visibility and access.” Eventually, the consultants
predicted, “it will be possible to attract even higher
density forms of development. This will help to increase
activity levels and (encourage) new retail uses in and
around the station area”. After all of this, they said,
interest from office tenants may emerge.

Printed in Mount Dennis by Nirvana Press, 647 428-1932

NEW ON THE STREET
Destiny’s Hair Salon has opened at #1023 (opposite
Dennis Ave.) and ZICAS at #1030 – see their ad on p7.
SK Automotive repair garage (#1080 beside Royal Fine
Motors) and Pheno Stitches (#1172A) have both shut
down after less than two years in business. But Asian
Food has opened at #1189, and up at #1368, the
Harvest Time Caribbean Supermarket is re-opening
(see their ad on p3).

CLEVER WITH THEIR NEEDLES
8TH GUIDE IN OUR SERIES
Do you want a new outfit but can’t find exactly what you
want? Why not go to Unisex Custom Tailoring at #1213B
and have it made for you? Here for five years, they make
men’s and women’s clothing in a range of fabrics and
styles. You can choose your style from a pattern book or
bring in a picture to discuss the design, then find some
fabric to create your own unique garment, ready in about
two weeks. It may cost a little more than one off the rack,
but no-one else will have a garment like it!
You may have a garment that needs alterations to the hem
or shoulders to fit properly, or it needs a new zipper.
Several dry cleaners will do this for you on site. Try Loyal
Custom Cleaners at #1304, the Laundromat at #1217,
Friendly Coin Laundry at #1357 or Tommy’s Drycleaners at #1121.
Do you have a cherished piece of furniture that needs
freshening up, or was a great find at an antique fair? Try
our Mount Dennis upholsterers. Golden Touch at #1101
has been here for ten years. Franklyn has fabric samples
in store to choose from and can make a custom piece from
the frame up. He says, “it is worth re-covering a piece if
the frame is good.” Older furniture tends to have better
wood and construction, but even modern furniture with
screws worn loose but may be reparable. He also stains
wooden furniture such as dining chairs. He will “try to
beat the price you bought it for” and can redo a sofa for
under $500. Owner Donovan of D&N Custom Upholstery
at #1160 stocks a range of upholstery fabric to choose
from and estimates $1200 (including fabric) to re-cover a
3-seater couch. He has five employees and has been in
business for 27 years.

Because family matters. Let us take care of yours.
• Serving all faiths & cultures
• Pre-planning and payment options
• Affordable options for any budget • 24 hour services available
Worldwide
Managing Funeral Director
Shipping
Tracey Witzel • twitzel@arbormemorial.com
Specialist

Scott Funeral Home - West Toronto Chapel

1140 Weston Rd.

A-C Special
Drive Cool
Now

by Arbor Memorial

1273 Weston Road, Toronto, ON, M6M 4R2
416-243-0202 • www.scottwestonfh.ca

Arbor Memorial Inc.

Golden Crisp Fish & Chips
1354 Weston Road | 416-245-8839
www.GoldenCrisp.ca

What is your Golden Crisp Story?
Visit our Facebook page to share your memory
with the rest of Mount Dennis!
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$5.75 Haddock &
Chips
Special
with this coupon
Max 3 per customer
Expires on
April 28, 2018
Not redeemable on
Good Friday, Mar. 30

MDCA’S SPRING CLEAN-UPS
For more than twelve years MDCA’s clean-ups have helped local residents of all ages care for and beautify our community.
All go from 10 am – noon; see opposite for dates. We provide everything: gloves, bags, other equipment, guidance … and
garbage! You can just show up, rain or shine. Students earn Community Hours. And if you want help organizing your own
Mount Dennis clean-up at another time, please email us or call 416-614-3371.
For the third year in a row, supercoffee is our co-sponsor. An hour or more of clean-up work earns you a "half off any
drink" coupon, and if you also tweet or Instagram a clean-up photo tagging @supercoffeeMD and @MountDennisCA, then
your drink is completely FREE. For all meeting spots and work areas see the Clean-ups Map at mountdennis.ca

It’s something different, and good exercise.

It’s fun meeting other people from the
neighbourhood.
It’s a way to make a difference.

I get to know new areas in the community.

Let s shop local! Please support the businesses whose adverts fund this newsletter.

I’m always surprised by the things we find!

They are a great excuse to spend time
outdoors in the spring weather.
I can earn community hours.
Seeing litter always annoys me. When
I get rid of it, I feel better.
It helps me feel proud of where I live.
The supercoffee discount is a nice extra.

TEL: 416-766-1487 FAX: 416-766-9423
25 PHOTOGRAPHY DRIVE
TORONTO, ONTARIO, M6M 0A1

Check out our Meat & Seafood
counters for a great range of
fresh items at great prices !

NOMADS
JUNIOR RUGBY
Girls & Boys 4–18
Beginners & Experienced Players Welcome
Spring-Summer-Fall-Winter programs

’

Try Rugby Fun Day – Saturday May 26
Summer Camps – July 9–13, 16–20

NOMADS
JUNIOR RUGBY

For information visit nomadsjuniorrugby.com
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Our in-store Pharmacy offers
Medication in daily blister packs
Visit our new section dedicated to
Organic and Healthy Choice food
and non-food products

UPCOMING EVENTS

Getting started on Astoria

MARCH & APRIL: MDCA/supercoffee SPRING CLEAN-UPS #MDSpringClean
Mar. 31st – Jane & Pinehill ravine edges. Meet 10 am Bartonville at Jane.
Apr.7th – Somerville & Sunnybrae ravine. Meet 10 am, West end of Glenvalley Dr.
Apr. 14th – Eglinton & Jane. Meet 10 a.m. at SE Flats Park, parking lot entrance.
Apr. 21st – Lambton & Astoria ravine edges. Meet 10 am, Lambton at Astoria.
Apr. 22nd – Portage Park & trail to Humber. Meet 10 am at Portage Park.
Apr. 28th – Dora Spencer & Emmett Ave.: meet 10 am, Weston at Dora Spencer Rd.
APRIL 12: COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT DAY, 4-8 pm
Sponsored by Councillor Nunziata and the City of Toronto. Eglinton Flats (NW quadrant),
101 Emmett Ave.
MAY 23rd: ALL CANDIDATES MEETING FOR PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS
York Civic Centre Council Chamber, 2700 Eglinton Ave. West, 7-9 pm
Can you guess which of our Weston
Road stores posted this?

Hard at work on Sunnybrae

Please shop local to help
strengthen Mount Dennis.

WANT MORE LOCAL NEWS?
Get MDCA’s e-news blasts
Our Councillor, MPP & MP also have e-news bulletins
All done – and proud of it!

Find how to subscribe at mountdennis.ca

YORK LIONS CLUB
IS LOOKING FOR NEW MEMBERS TO
HELP OUR COMMUNITY GROW
STRONGER; OUR CLUB IS PROUD TO
HAVE SERVED OUR COMMUNITY
SINCE 1935
FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING OUR CLUB, PLEASE CALL

(416) 769-3446 OR e-mail ylsband@pathcom.com

Coffee • Espresso • Hot Chocolate
Fresh-Baked Pastries • Grilled Paninis
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Want your ad in our next issue? Call 416-614-3371 for rates and information (Mount Dennis Businesses Only).

The Mount Dennis Report
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